
 

MINUTES of 48thANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 14th APRIL 2019 
  
 
Chairman Gerard Bernhardt opened the meeting at 10.45 am. He welcomed all members to the 48thAGM, 
along with Bernard Hayward Club Solicitor and Peter Woodley from Grant Thornton, and thanked them for 
their attendance and ongoing support. 
 
He then stated that it is with great sadness during the past year we lost Life Member Les Meekin, the 
Chairman offered his sympathy to Faye and family. 
 
ATTENDANCE:  As per attached signed sheets and totalling thirty-five (35) members. 
 
APOLOGIES: Were received from Peter O’Brien (Life Member), Ken Douglass (Life Member), Ralph Ali, 
Julie Sherwin, and Steve Sherwin. 
 
MINUTES:  The minutes of the 47thAnnual General Meeting, held on the 15th April2018 were taken as 
circulated and received on the motion of R Collier (3), seconded S Murray (20) Carried 
 
MATTERS ARISING from MINUTES: Nil 
 
The minutes of the 47thAnnual General Meeting, held on the 15th April 2018 were confirmed on a motion 
from B White (31) seconded by T. Lewis (30). Carried 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: Nil 
 
ANNUAL REPORT and AUDITORS REPORT:  CEO, John Fitzgibbon, presented the Director's Report and 
Financial Statement for the year ending 31st December 2018, the net profit for the year being $3,023,823.  
 
Moved by R Collier (3) and seconded by T Lewis (30) that the Balance Sheet Financial Statements and 
Associated Reports are accepted. Carried 
 
PATRON: Moved by S Murray (20) and seconded by T Lewis (30) to appoint Mrs Joy Hattersley as Patron 
of the Club.  Carried 
 
CLUB AUDITOR: Moved by R Collier (3) and seconded by B White (31) to appoint Grant Thornton Pty Ltd. 
as auditor of the Club Ltd. Carried 
 
CLUB SOLICITOR: It was moved by M Plater (496) seconded by R Collier (3) that Mr. B. Hayward & 
Company be appointed the Club Solicitor. Carried 
 
CLUB CHAPLAIN: It was decided not to appoint a Club Chaplin at this stage. 
 
The Resolution in accordance with Part 10 (I) (i) of the Registered Clubs Act as amended 1993, being 
business item No. 6 as circulated in the Notice of Annual General Meeting is approved.  
Moved by M Plater (496) seconded R Collier (3) Carried 
 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP: During the year, the Board has received three (3) nominations for Life Membership of 
the Earlwood Bardwell Park RSL Club Ltd they are: 
 
Heather Collier (1640) nominated by J Sherwin (2755, seconded by Ralph Ali (5237) 
 
Les Warner (5435) nominated by Life Member Neville Day (280),  
seconded by Life Member Stuart Murray (20) 
 
Tom Warner (6605) nominated by Life Member Neville Day (280),  
seconded by Life Member Stuart Murray (20) 
 
The Chairman G Bernhardt presented all Life Membership badges. 
 
It was moved by T Lewis (30) seconded by D Nikolopoulos (1613)  
 Carried 
 



 
DECLARATION OF BOARD ELECTION: 
The CEO, John Fitzgibbon announced the results of the Board Election as follows: 
 
Stuart Murray (20) – Elected unopposed and Brian White (31) – Elected unopposed 
 
The Chairperson congratulated the two Board Members. 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
Chairperson, Gerry Bernhardt, addressed the members:  “In these times of tumultuous change and 
disruption it is sometimes forgotten that your Board’s diversity and long corporate memory, has kept us 
from making the kind of mistakes that have gotten so many clubs into financial trouble and that not all 
change is good. As the great, Sir Winston Churchill famously reminded us that ‘a nation that forgets its past 
has no future’.  As members of EBP RSL, we have a proud tradition of service going back to the early post 
World War II years, with humble beginnings in a tin shed. It is the voluntary work of those fine servicemen 
and women that is our legacy today and we need to continue to acknowledge their selfless dedication and 
service, because times are changing and their numbers are sadly dwindling. 
The club itself has had another successful year and the completion of the downstairs restaurant 
refurbishment has brought about much favourable commentary and a welcome increase in the patronage of 
our food and beverage arms of our club. None of this would be possible without the hard work and 
guidance of our astute CEO John Fitzgibbon and his dedicated team, that keep this great club and the 
Sports club going 7 days a week, 365 days a year, to look after you our members and provide the local 
community with much needed donations to medical, sporting and welfare organisations.  So, thank you 
team, thank you directors, you do a great job.” 
 
Terry Buckley (1780) asked if the Board would review the recent beer and alcohol price increases.  He feels 
that the increase has caused the Sports Club to lose patronage and believed there are a lot less people 
visiting the Sports Club now to socialise.  He requested that the Board consider promotions such as a 
happy hour at the Sports Club.  The Chairperson responded that the Board would review this request. 
 
Terry Buckley (1780) commented that in order to prevent the issue of almost not enough people attending 
the AGM to reach a quorum perhaps we could put a notice at the Sports Club to advise members of the 
meeting.  The CEO responded that the Club would also consider changing the meeting time and day of the 
week in future to make it more convenient for members to attend. 
 
Terry Buckley (1780) acknowledged the recent donation that the Club made to Canterbury Earlwood Caring 
to purchase the community bus but asked that the Club be more transparent with a list of donation 
recipients for Club Grants funding.  The CEO responded that the legislation has actually changed and 
Clubs will now be required to give a detailed list in the Annual Report and online. 
 
Terry Buckley (1780) requested that the Club put a tender out for the Green Keeper contract at the Sports 
Club.  He stated he was unaware of any tender process and feels that the Club could get the job done at a 
lesser cost.  He stated that bowling numbers were increasing and asked the Club to consider reopening the 
second green.  The CEO responded that the Club would not discuss individual contract arrangements.  He 
also stated that at present there are approximately 70-80 active bowlers, which in no way warrants a 
second green. 
 
Alan Bell, Life Member (828), requested an update on the recent car park DA.  The CEO responded that 
after a meeting with council regarding the issues of local concerns and design issues, the Club withdrew the 
DA and will resubmit a new DA this year. 
 
Joy Hattersley Life Member (1) informed the Club that she had made use of the Canterbury Earlwood 
Caring Bus and it was wonderful. 
 
Merrick Plater Life Member (496) thanked the Board and Management for all their hard work during the past 
year. 
 
There being no further general business the Chairperson thanked all members for their attendance and 
declared the meeting closed at 11.09am. 
 
 
 
_____________________ _______________________ 
          Chairperson  Deputy Chairperson 


